Dyfi Biosphere Funding - Report Back Form

Your project must contribute to climate change avoidance or adaptation and/or to nature conservation.  

Who are you?  

Name of original contact person: John Owen
What did you do and what has it achieved?

I bought a second charcoal kiln. This makes the whole operation more efficient & economic, so strengthens my livelihood, which depends on local natural resources. My charcoal making started off as a by product of hurdle making, since I used pieces of hazel that were unsuitable for hurdles. Now charcoal making is a more significant part of my activities.

90% of charcoal used in the UK is imported from endangered habitats such as tropical forests and mangrove swamps. Using locally produced charcoal instead protects these habitats and significantly reduces the climate impacts by reducing transport. It is estimated that 40,000 Tonnes are brought into the UK each year. Calculations under ‘facts & figures’ at http://www.bioregional.com/programme_projects/forestry_prog/charcoal/char_further.htm#facts indicate that locally produced charcoal reduces the CO2 release from a 3kg bag by 90%, compared to importing it. 
There is sufficient capacity in the UK. Traditionally it has come from coppiced woodlands – this historically has preserved woodlands on rotation. This provides excellent habitat because it contains many margins – far more than standing forest. It also lengthens the life of individual trees. I use hazel from FC land – this encourages FC to include more in planting / management plans & also be aware it’s there when naturally regenerated. The land I used was in Forge (bringing this back into rotation) & Ceinws.
Currently I sell mostly in England through an intermediary, plus small amounts locally e.g. garages, Eco Retreats. Originally I marketed it under the Meirionnydd Oakwoods Project (& Woodland Trust) and would be interested to explore a possible Biosphere related brand, maybe collaborating with local provenance tree nurseries and firewood producers. I don’t think many people earn a livelihood from woodland but perhaps this could grow.
What went well?

I worked one day with Zena’s Conservation Group, who were also funded by a Biosphere Grant. We coppiced trees & put the wood aside to make charcoal. This is more efficient with seasoned wood, so we will follow up with the group to do this later.

What would you do differently next time?

I enclose receipts or other evidence of expenditure totalling £…................
Date:…………………………… Signed: …………………………………………
Your contact details if different to the application form ....………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
Please complete and return this form to: Delyth Richards, Tŷ Bro Ddyfi, 52 Heol Maengwyn, Machynlleth SY20 8DT or Delyth@dyfibiosphere.org.uk as soon as you can






