Dyfi Biosphere Funding - Report Back Form

Your project must contribute to climate change avoidance or adaptation and/or to nature conservation.  

Who are you?  

Name of original contact person: Peter Harper
Name of group (if applicable): Centre for Alternative Technology
What did you do and what has it achieved?

CAT and collaborators organised a one-day conference on 17th March 2008 at CAT. The subject was the future of land-use in Wales in a ‘low carbon economy’. 56 attendees came from various parts of Wales and many were stakeholders in the Dyfi Biosphere area. Some were from public sector organisations, but speaking largely in a personal capacity.
Subject matter included production of fuel crops, sequestration materials and food, but also managing the land for carbon and ecosystem services.
There was a mixture of presentations and break out discussions. The latter addressed new opportunities for farmers and potential income streams, but were also very valuable in sharing the limited experience that exists in this emerging field.

We are aware of the sensitivity of discussing potentially radical changes to land use, particularly in relation to livestock farmers. This was addressed by Allan Wynne Jones in his remarks. Very few farmers were there and it was agreed that engaging the farming community in similar conversations is a priority.
What went well?

A large, well informed and participative attendance. It was a very stimulating day, with useful and challenging discussion. There appeared to be consensus that an academic pan-Wales conference was needed to demonstrate where we have answers to some of the issues raised, and where answers need research
What would you do differently next time?

This was only an initial step and was more or less by invitation. There is a need to involve more people in considering what impact the need to reduce carbon emissions will have on land use. The hypothesis behind this conference was that the reduction needs to be rapid and very large. Even if it turns out that such radical action is not necessary, the options thrown up by considering it may be attractive.
I enclose receipts or other evidence of expenditure totalling £…................
Date:…………………………… Signed: …………………………………………
Your contact details if different to the application form ....………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
Please complete and return this form to: Delyth Richards, Tŷ Bro Ddyfi, 52 Heol Maengwyn, Machynlleth SY20 8DT or Delyth@dyfibiosphere.org.uk as soon as you can






