Dyfi Biosphere Grant

RE: Application for grant aid for replacement of nest boxes in 6 acres of oak woodland at Bryn y Coed, Pont ar Ddyfi, Machynlleth, SY20 9QY. Lesley Fletcher

Completion of Project Report

Following on from you letter received 12th Feb 2008 confirming that our application for grant aid was successful, I purchased the nest boxes I had specified from CJ’s WildBird foods website: http://www.birdfood.co.uk/

Boxes bought were those I had previously stated in the application that I would like to purchase:

10 x protector hole nestboxes @ £14.95 = £149.50 (5 of these at hole size 25mm, 5 at hole size 32 mm)

4 x open front plywood box @ £10.95 = £43.80

2 x tawny owl boxes @ £27.50 = £55.00

Total cost: £248.30

Over the last month my father has been putting the boxes up in the woodland following guidelines from the RSPB website and CJ’s website on siting the boxes in the best locations.  Below are photos showing one example of each of the three types of nest boxes.

                                
Picture to the left showing one of the 10 protector hole nest boxes in

the wood. We are hoping that these will attract a range of species including pied flycatcher, which have previously nested in the woodland (in boxes) but have not nested here since our own boxes became unuseable through rotting. These boxes made of woodcrete protect from extreme temperatures, protect from attack by predators such as cats, squirrels and woodpeckers and last much longer than standard wooden boxes. 

Picture to the right showing one of the 4 

open front boxes put up in the wood. 

We hope to attract spotted flycatchers to these boxes – 

we have on some years a pair of these nesting in the

 wood and would like to encourage them more. 

Picture to the left of one of the 2 tawny owl nest boxes put up in the wood. We are hoping to encourage the tawny owls which sometimes nest in our wood.

We are hoping now to start a more detailed programme of woodland conservation here beginning with drawing up a management plan for the wood, including restoring some of the hedgerows around the boundary of the woodland, and planting native shrubs and trees of local provenance to help regenerate the woodland under storey.

Please find enclosed with this report, the invoice for the nest box purchases. 

If you need any more information or wish to arrange a visit then do not hesitate to contact myself or my father (Mr Cowhig) on 01654 703308

Lesley Fletcher
















