Ynyslas Wildlife Garden - report by Kate Doubleday
In the last three months I have project managed a wildlife garden within a walled garden at Ynyslas in the Dyfi Estuary. This garden is adjacent to the Ynyslas nature reserve, an SSSI and UNESCO-designated Biosphere on account of its importance as saltmarsh ecology. 

I initiated this project and worked in consultation with the site’s owners and Mentro Allan Machynlleth, an Ecodyfi project. After making an application via the Dyfi Biosphere Project we were granted £1000 (the full award) to proceed with the garden. This was the entire budget. An intrinsic part of the brief was the running of a course, on a biweekly basis (five hours) over three months, to educate adults about wildlife gardening and different types of ecology.

The site lies close to the railway and an exposed coastal area. To create a shelter belt and a nesting / feeding area for birds and insects I planted in advance of the course commencement a 24 meter hedgerow alongside the railway including Berberis, Crataegus, Fagus and Guelder rose. This will provide a good area of protection for shy birds. 

Opposite the site trees were planted for shelter and to provide food for the birds. These included a Malus 'Prairie fire' (crab apple), Sorbus aucuparia (Rowan), Pyrus communis (wild pear) and Betula jaqumontii (Birch). 

The owners of the site were keen to encourage bees in order to keep them. At this stage the course began. I designed a bee border based around an existing planted artichoke. This included planting Salvia, Scabiosa, Geranium, Viburnum, all of which are good nectar plants for bees and butterflies. Other plants were also introduced like teasel and Corylus for insect food and overwintering habitats. 

The course participants were involved in carefully pruning a large area where Buddleja and Lonicera was growing. All the prunings were left as a wood pile on the area to create a new habitat for small insects, beetles. This area provides a quiet wild area for bird cover and small mammals. Observations were made by the group to record the increase of wildlife to the site.
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A large wildlife shelter home was sculpted using reclaimed materials with the participants. The shelter provides a habitat for small insects, invertebrates, beetles etc. This was thoroughly enjoyed by all and is a good focal point for the garden and an excellent habitat for insects. 

An area of the garden has been cultivated to create a small meadow and low maintenance herbaceous border.  The top soil was removed from the area and sand was introduced to the soil to reduce fertility. The group then planted a variety of ornamental/native grasses: Achillea (Yarrows) Scabiosa and a mixture of wildflower seeds. This border will provide a good habitat for field mice and insects and also a ground cover for shy birds and nesting material for birds.

The development of the site is ongoing and it will be used as a demonstrative/ learning area for the course. This allows participants to learn practical conservation skills and work as a team. It has been a very successful project and the learning outcomes have been met in all cases. These outcomes include knowledge of the relationships between differing habitats, and their creation, and the wildlife; including soil types and ambient conditions; low impact gardening techniques that participants can reproduce in their own gardens. 

No machinery has been used during the whole project to protect existing wildlife. 

Throughout the project I have closely liaised with the site owners who are delighted with the evolution of their new wildlife area. It provides an increase in the biodiversity of onsite flora and new habitats, and is now an area of special interest for visitors to the area.
