Appendix 3: Dyfi entry for the UK Review of Biosphere Reserves

Extracts from the Dyfi entry from the Report on UK Biosphere Reserves, presented to the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions by Dr. Martin Price, Environmental Change Institute, University of Oxford, 2001
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	Designations and schemes 

The current biosphere reserve consists of Dyfi SSSI (including Dyfi estuary, Ynyslas dunes and Cors Fochno estuarine mire), together with Ynys-hir RSPB reserve and parts of the reclaimed or modified estuarine marshes (some of which are within Dyfi SSSI). 

Conservation value and management
The site is representative of western saltmarsh and estuarine systems, and the estuary forms one of the most important wildfowl and shorebird centres in Wales. Spartina, introduced in the 1917 for reclamation purposes, has colonised large areas, but now appears to be undergoing natural regression. Cors Fochno has the largest expanse of primary raised mire in the lowlands of Britain, and contains a high number of invertebrate species, including some of national and international importance. 

Issues to be resolved if the biosphere reserve were to be restructured
Currently, the biosphere reserve includes most of Dyfi SSSI, including Dyfi/Cors Fochno NNR and Ynys-hir RSPB reserve. In practice, CCW informally defines the biosphere reserve by the five metre contour around the estuarine system (i.e., the area considered by the Dyfi Strategy Group). Within this area, appropriate zoning has not been formally revised from the original site map, but for practical purposes the primary raised mire expanse is viewed as core zone, and the rest of the NNR, the RSPB and Wildlife Trust reserves are largely managed in line with buffer zone requirements. Thus, Cors Fochno could be viewed as the current core zone, being subject to the most protection, under the permit-based access arrangement.

If a biosphere reserve is to be continued in this area, an appropriate zonation could be as follows. Cors Fochno would remain as a core area, with the remainder of the Dyfi SSSI forming the buffer zone. Further core areas could include part of the Dyfi estuary and one or more of the other SSSIs situated in the Dyfi Valley, depending on land use. Further buffer zones could also be formed by SSSI/managed areas, for example Llanbrynmair Moor, where a bid has been made for funding to manage a return to wetland from forestry. Consideration should be given to extending the transition zone to include the wider Dyfi catchment, for a number of reasons:

· the catchment forms a natural, distinct ecological unit;

· this area encompasses both the designations associated with the current biosphere reserve and a range of SSSIs, and 2nd tier reserves; as well as a considerable non-urban population within which there is much valuable support both specifically for the designation of a broader biosphere reserve and generally for activities which are consonant with the biosphere reserve concept (e.g., conservation and sustainable resource use);

· Ecodyfi is a significant partnership, with the potential to drive initiatives throughout the Valley in sympathy with (or, ultimately, explicitly to satisfy) MAB programme objectives. The partnership, with representation from a small number of additional organisations including CCW and Forest Enterprise, could form the basis of the overarching management body which would be required for development of the biosphere reserve.

Such a concept would fulfil the requirements of the Statutory Framework for a transition area and ‘designated authority or mechanism’. However, the zonation of the restructured reserve would have to be agreed on, and ‘management policy or plan’ prepared and implemented, with adequate funding and full involvement of other stakeholders such as farmers, wildfowlers, local interest groups, educational establishments, and recreational groups.
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